641-2]                         Associations                            253

one's own intellectual development. Hence societies for the
advancement of culture, if they do not wander into wrong
courses and become subservient to political or egoistic
motives foreign to the ends of culture itself, are the most
effective aid to the morals of society and humanity.

One distinction naturally assumes greater importance in
this class of associations than in the others: the distinction,
namely, between societies established to further the personal
ends of their members, or ends in which the members can
have a direct share; and those where individuals unite in the
pursuit of objects that do not affect them personally. Other
kinds of associations, especially those based on property
relations or on occupation, belong, as a rule, to the former
class. For such societies to assume the second form would
involve them in the exercise of a kind of protective benevo-
lence that would not exactly conduce to the interests for
which they exist. The case is otherwise with societies for the
promotion of culture. While associations for the advance-
ment of religion, art and science may exist to serve the
personal ends of their members, they usually involve a
broader purpose as well And in many cases the members
have no direct share at all in the object to be realised. The
association simply tries to further general culture, either in
a given population or a given professional class; or, it may
be, to promulgate religious doctrine. In such cases it is
almost the rule that the members co-operate to bring about
results which affect them either indirectly or not at all.

By reason of this peculiarity two important ethical corol-
laries follow from the existence of such societies. First, they
involve, more than any other kind of associations, motives
to altruistic action which indicate clearly the general social
and humanitarian goals of moral culture. Secondly, their
altruistic and utilitarian character makes them especially
appropriate objects of public institutions, either wholly or to